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YAGRS 22nd REUNION - NORFOLK VA - MAY 4 - MAY 6, 2017
ALL REGISTRATION INFO AND FORMS IN THIS ISSUE
REGISTRATIONS CLOSE APRIL 1, 2017

Sheraton Norfolk Waterside

777Waterside Dr., Norfolk, VA 23510

757-622-6664 sheraton.com/norfolk

Rate: $109.00 + 14% room tax & a flat $2.00 a day tax. PARKING is
$5.00 a day . Complimentary breakfast with room. 15% discount
on restaurant food. Hotel DOES NOT have an airport shuttle. Cab NORFOLK
fareis $25 - $30 ‘ VA

Pre-reunion & reunion tours: a more detailed description for
each tour is in YAGRGRAM #76

TUESDAY EVENING, MAY 02, 2017 AMERICAN ROVER DINNER
: " SAIL5:30 —8:30PM (BOARD @ 5:45PM, CRUISE TIME 6:00-8:00PM)

The American Rover top deck is wheel chair accessible (non-motorized
only). Restroom is downstairs on the boat and is not wheel chair
accessible. Guests will meet their guide and walk the short distance (1
block) from the hotel to the boarding area at the marina).

PRICE PER PERSON: $95.00, INCLUSIVE.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 03, 2017

TOUR OPTION 1: Historic Williamsburg, 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

An historical interpreter guides a one and one half hour leisurely walking tour through the restored district.
(Actual distance is approximately 4-5 blocks, and is appropriate for those in wheelchairs). Following the
overview tour, enjoy free time and lunch on your own.

PRICE: $65.00 PER PERSON, INCLUSIVE. LUNCH ON OWN.



http://www.yagrs.org/

TOUR OPTION 2: Virginia Beach, 8:30 AM - 1:00 PM

Enjoy beautiful views of the Atlantic Ocean and the Chesapeake Bay as you learn about the history of Virginia's largest city and get
the pulse of current day Virginia Beach. Sights include the First Landing Cross at Cape Henry where the English colonists first came
ashore in 1607 prior to settling at nearby Jamestown; a stop at the Old Cape Henry Lighthouse; the resort strip; the Military Aviation
Museum.

PRICE: $60.00 PER PERSON, INCLUSIVE. lunch is on your own

FRIDAY, MAY 05, 2017: Tour Norfolk Naval Base and lunch aboard the Spirit of
Norfolk, 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM

The Spirit of Norfolk is wheelchair accessible. YAGRS will be on the first deck of the
ship and there are restrooms available on first deck.

Board the motor coach with your tour guide and visit the Norfolk Naval Base, the largest
naval installation in the world. A Navy personnel will board the coach and take us through
the Naval Air Station. Next, board the Spirit of Norfolk for a two-hour luncheon cruise.
Tour and lunch cruise Included in registration fee

Ladies Breakfast - Pat Reichling (PAReichling@aol.com)

Greetings Ladies,

Bill and | are looking forward to the upcoming reunion. It is a lovely area and | am sure Norfolk holds a lot of memories for our Navy
men. For those ladies wishing to participate in our LADIES BREAKFAST CONTEST, the theme this year is RED WHITE & BLUE. MS.
NAVY. 1%, 2" and 3™ place trophies will be awarded. It is always as much fun to watch as it is to participate!

As has become our tradition at our breakfast festivities, we will collect donations for our veterans. Items most requested are hoodies
(should be zippered), lounge pants, boxers (not tightie whities), tee shirts, in sizes M,L and XL, socks and toiletries. All items must be
new and unopened. Also small denomination gift cards to places like McDonalds, Walmart, Target, etc. , not to exceed $20.
Monetary donations are always welcome. | am currently trying to work out the details as to what facility will be receiving the
donated items, but it will definitely be military or veteran oriented. A reminder also to bring an inexpensive gift to our breakfast on
Saturday morning to exchange at our penny auction. Anything you would like, we will love!l! Craft items are always a big hit!

Safe travels, Pat Reichling

Bluejackets Can Swim On Board USS Searcher, A Yard "Customer', When On Picket Patrol

"We don't doff our white hats to a ship of the fleet or even any commercial liner —-for we've got a swimming pool"
A "News" staff member, boarding the USS Searcher (YAGR-4) in the shipyvard, was amazed to learn that one of the East Coast radar picket ships assigned to duties in the Contiguous Radar
Coverage System of the United States can really back up her boast—for the ship that ran the U-Boat gauntlet on the North Atlantic convoy route until the end of World War I1 is the "onlv" Navy

ship afloat that actually has a pool where bluejackets can polish up on their aquatic skills while Searcher is underway.
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LCOR R. T. Balley, USN

"We are proud of our swimming pool ," a member of the
ship's crew told the "News" staff reporter, "especially
because we made it ourselves on the deck, just aft of Hold
No. One, which is covered over permanently. We welded
side plates onto the combing behind the hold and now we
have a pool. Of course, we can't dive mto it because if's only
. four feet deep, but it sure beats swimming in the ocean and
worrying all the time about sharks, manatees and stingarees.”
Circulating Sea Water
The pool, which 1s filled with circulating sea water, 1s just
one of several outstanding recreation facilities which the
. "News" reporter saw on his tour of the ship. Searcher's many
~ holds have been made into a gym, half a basketball court,
hobby shop, and movie theater.
"Our living facilities are first class". the bluejacket enthused.
"Take a look at that mess deck. Pretty big isn't it? It can hold
the entire crew at one sitting. When we go through the

began in 1954, and she was commissioned April 2, 1955. Now she is

berthing compartments, you'll see that every man has an Rough Weather Operations

individual bunk light, and there's plenty of space between the
bunks. which sure eliminates that cramped feeling!"
Reason for these unusual features, the reporter was told, is
the ship's mission on the picket line. Picket patrols are long
and monotonous, and Searcher spends over two-thirds of her
time at sea. Under those conditions, no effort is spared to
keep the crew’s moral way up. and therefore make them
better equipped to perform their vital task.

Not A Stranger
"Although Searcher has only been 'on the line' since late in
1955 " she was originally the SS James A Wheeler, and
was launched in January 1945. Until the end of the war, she served
on the North Atlantic convoy route. running the gauntlet of German
U-Boats many times, but without suffering damage or loss of life."
In 1947, he explained, Searcher served one year as a trans-Atlantic
cargo carrier for the Grace Lines. Her conversion to a picket ship

article taken from the Boston Naval Shipyard News, April 22, 1960.

one of eight East Coast radar picket ships assigned to duties in the
Contiguous Radar Coverags System of the United States. When on
picket patrol several hundred miles off the East Coast, operational
control is exercised by the 26th North American Air Defense Region
(SAGE).

Bronze Star Holder
In the Captain's cabin, the reporter met and talked with Searcher's
Commanding Officer. LCDR Richard T. Bailey, USN, who hoelds the
Bronze Star for his work as Commanding Officer of USS Mergansor
(AMS-26) during the Korean War and truce patrol. Since then he has
been on the staff of ComInFlot One, completed General Line School
at Monterey. and served as Mine Warfare Couniter Measures Officer
for Commander Hawaiian Sea Frontier.

"The mussion of USS Searcher". Commander Bailey

explained, "is to detect all aircraft flying across the Atlantic
Ocean and inbound to the United States. When detected,
these aircraft are reported via an elaborate communications
network to a SAGE sector headquarters, where the data are
processed mto a computer.

"The data are then displayed and the reported aireraft
evaluated as friendly or unknown. Searcher and her sister
ships operate throughout the worst North Atlantic weather,
thus ensuring that this continent's aircraft detection range is
extended many hundreds of miles to sea."

This mereased warning provides an extra margin vitally
needed to maximize the country's defenses and to launch a
retaliatory blow in the event of enemy attack.

Offensive and Defensive Roles

"Searcher 1s also fully capable," her Commanding Officer
concluded. "of controlling Air Force Fighters in strikes
against enemy planes hours before they could reach the coast
line. With this ability, she can fill both an offensive and
defensive role in the defense of our country."

Before taking command of Searcher on March 11th of this
year, Commander Bailey was Executive Officer of another
familiar shipyard "customer", USS McGowan (DD-678). He
18 a graduate of the US Naval Academy, Class of 1949, and
now lives 1n North Kingstown, RT with his wife, son and two
daughters.




Norfolk 2017 Reunion Shirt Memo from Lee Dovyel N
If you have been to Branson and visited the lower floor of the

) Radisson Hotel, you undoubtedly noticed all the military
order form on last page with memorabilia posted on the passage way walls. The hotel said
reunion registration form - :
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RIGHT CHEST 3.5” WIDE LEFT CHEST 4” WIDE | they would put up a piece from YAGRS, so here is the item |
SEVEN COLOR ONE COLOR sent them for installation. It is a framed photo of a design |

BLACK had made up and measures 177 x 24.”

ship's coordinators - Ship's coordinators maintain an email list that is used to forward memos from the chair and
advance notices of reunion plans to crew members. If you wish to be included, send an email to your ship's coordinator.
We still need a coordinator for the USS Picket (AGR-7).

AGR-1 Frank St Mark smarks117@hotmail.com AGR-9  Frank Mahaffey bnf@att.net

AGR-2 Ralph Rappuhun rrappuhn@aol.com AGR-10 Paul Langenus plangenus@cox.net
AGR-3 Chuck Parker chuckparker@gmail.com AGR-11 George Sleeper gsleeper@roadrunner.com
AGR-4 Steve Mierzejewski stevejackie43@gmail.com AGR-12 Jesse Germany jgermany31@gmail.com
AGR-5 Bob Werstler rdwerst@sbcglobal,net AGR-13 Richard Willhite  willys55nut@comcast.net
AGR-6 Lee Doolittle tleedoo@u.washington.edu AGR-14 Joe Jackson jacksonj@pldi.net

AGR-7 AGR-15 Lee Doyel mldoyel@cox.net

AGR-8 Ron Stasiak ronstasiak@rocketmail.com AGR-16 Frank McNamara ec2scl@comcast.net

Dues Payment - Mel Harder, secretary - dues are $17/year

checks to YAGRS ASSOCIATION, mail to Armand Lamarche, Treasurer, 3 Finnway St., North Billerica MA 01862
The current membership year ends May 31, 2017. The highlighted date on your address label is the date your current
membership expires. If that date is 5/31/16 or earlier, your membership is expired. Please update your membership by making
a dues payment. Upon dues payment, you will receive an updated membership card and crew list. Please complete the
information below and send with dues payment. You may pay for more than one year.

Name: Ship:
Address:
amount enclosed: Phone: email:

AGR Books Available - from Joe Maurer, USS Vigil ,
YAGR'S BOOK ORDER The
Mail order is $20.00 each, that includes postage.

Radar Pic
No. Ordered Total Amt. Due
Name
Address
Phone email

Detach and keep for receipt:
Paid to: Joe Maurer, 2127 S. Bristol Drive, Marblehead, Ohio 43440
E-mail: runinmuck@yahoo.com
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The following artical appeared in the April 2002 edition of 5ea Classics  ASSUME THE WATCH
magazine, and is reprinted with the permission of Bruce Bailey. Bruce Shartly after Warld War 11, the

Bailey served as QM3 on the US5 Scanner, AGR-5, from 1959-61. He United States, with agreement from
retired from the mavy as Chief in 1979, and currently lives in California. Canada, created a line of radar
muizsiles from Russia,

stations running east and west across
the continent just north of Canada,
T This line, designated the Distant
H Early Warning Line (DEW Line), was
E [n the early 1950, the 1.5, Air
Force extended the DEW Line
seaward into the Pacific and Atlantic
. Oeeang, To sugment the airborne
radar planes (EC-121 Super
. Constellations) and the system of
fixed radar platforms called Texas
Towers, the U8, Navy bought
sixteen Laberty hull cargo ships
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Oeean Radar Station ships,
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communications equipment,
advanced air- and surface-search
radars, two 3-inch/50-caliber guns,
one on the bow, one on the stern,
and enhanced habitability.

The first Ocean Radar Station ship,
the USS GUARDIAN (YAGR-1) was
recommissioned 1 February 1955.
more YAGRs joined the Navy's roster
in 1956, followed by two more in 1957,
three in 1958 and one in 1959.

Designated Miscellaneous
Auxiliary General Radar (YAGR),
these ships marked a new concept in
Naval shipbuilding and were the
first, and last, ships specifically
designed to provide extended radar
coverage of the seaward approaches
to the United States.

Each picket ship's complement
averaged 138 enlisted men and
thirteen officers. Commanding
officers were usually lieutenant
commanders and executive officers
were licutenants.
pickets were assigned to the
Continental Air Defense Command
(CONAD). Then they were split into
two squadrons of eight ships cach,

The Continental Air Defense
Command was established in 1954
and discontinued in 1975, While many
picket ships were originally assigned
to this command, others, especially
those on the West Coast, operated

with the North American Air Defense
Command (NORAD), which was
headquartered in Cheyenne
Mountain, near Colorado
Springs, Colorado.
While records are
unclear whether

handled the East

Coast and the

other the West
Coast, records

First identitied as YAGRS, the dosignation was shortened 1o AGR in 1958, USS

LOCATOR (AGR-6) recommissioned in January 1958 and retired in

August 1965,

LOCATOR, like most of her sister-AGRs, was scrapped in the early 1970s. Space
satellites replaced the AGRS, rendering them totally obsolete by the mid-'60s.

do show that some pickets served
both commands.

Radar Picket Squadron One
operated out of Treasure Island, San
Francisco, California, and covered the
West Coast. Radar Picket Squadron
Two covered the East Coast and was
homeported at Newport and
Davisville, Rhode Island,

YAGRs on the West Coast covered
an offshore area from the Washington/
Canadian border south to Mexico,
Their five, fifty-mile diameter patrol
stations, numbered 1,3, 5, 7 and 9,
were about 500 miles off Washington,
Oregon, San Francisco, San Diego,
and Mexico, respectively,

In September 1958, the YAGRs
were reclassified Radar Picket
Ships. And the embarrassing symbol
“Y,” Miscellaneous, was removed
from their designations,

DUTY

While duty at sea and in port
was, by many Navy standards,
luxurious, the expression “Join the
Navy and See the World,” did not
apply to YAGR sailors,

Other than one, two-week period
of training in San Diego, California,
and a one-week visit to Vancouver,
British Columbia, the author's two-
year tour aboard the USS SCANNER
(AGR-5) consisted of blank sea and
sky and San Francisco.

Offictally attached to the US. Navy
for administration, much of the daily
operations was directed by the U.S,
Air Force, More often than not it was
an officer from the Air Foree — not the
Navy — who would be piped aboard
for an official visit or inspection.

Operating independently gave the
captain freedom to conduct as many
drills and maneuvers as he wanted. Or

to conduct as few, as was more the
case. Each patrol (on the SCANNER)
usually included one General Quarters
drill and one man overboard drill.
Target practice off the fantail included
two 3-inch/50-caliber guns were rarely
fired except in training.

The SCANNER also carried an
aerography (weather forecasting) unit.
While the ship's quartermasters were
responsible for completing
comprehensive hourly weather reports,
including sea temperatures and
daily weather balloon launches and
recorded upper air temperatures and
wind direction and velocity.

An inspection of all spaces, called a
zone inspection, was conducted once
each patrol. And a personnel inspection
was held just before arriving in port.

Although all ships had a good ten
years of sea travel under their keels
before becoming picket ships, few on
the West Coast ever failed to meet a
patrol assignment. Indeed, the USS
SCANNER never failed to make or
complete a patrol during the
author's two-year tour.

Averaging seven thirty-five-day
patrols a year it was easy to see why
the yearly record holder in the Navy's
“most-continuous-days-at-sea-on-
operations” category was a radar
picket ship. Indeed, for several years
from 1959 to 1965, the only ships
with more time at sea per patrol
were U.S, Coast Guard lightships.

HABITABILITY

Because prolonged patrols at sea
were required, a large percentage of
the conversion costs went into
habitability. For example, officers
enjoyed individual paneled staterooms,

SEA CLASSICS 67



Chief Petty Officers lived one or two to
a room, First Class Petty Officers slept
in four-man rooms and all others
enjoyed roomy, three-quarter-sized
bunk beds, real mattresses, individual
reading lights and spacious lockers.

The mess hall included four-place
dining tables with foam-rubber
cushions, a TV, plenty of ashtrays
and all the coffee a sailor wanted.

Duty was divided into four sections
of four hours each and the evening (4-
8 p.m.) watch was dogged, split into
two, two-hour watches, to enable the
crew ample time to eat dinner.

While most of the pickets enjoyed

spactous berthing and lounging
quarters, each was free to
“customize” its unused cargo holds.
On the SCANNER, for example, the
crew enjoyved a large lounge complete
with tables, chairs, lamps and a
piano in one hold. Other spaces
housed a library/lounge, wood shop,
leather shop and exercise hold, which
included mats, ping-pong tables,
weights and a volleyball court.

Another picket ship, the USS
WATCHMAN (AGR-16), installed a
basketball half-court in its forward
hold, complete with a regulation
hardwood floor and backboard.

When the Treasure Island Theater
burned in 195960, the SCANNER's
recreation officer got several rows of
movie seats which were welded in
front of the ghip’s 20-by-20-foot screen.
With plenty of hot popcorn and soda
from the ship's store nightly movies on
the SCANNER were nearly as grand
as any on a luxury liner.

The fully stocked store and soda
fountain opened twice a day at sea
and once a day in port. Wednesday
and Saturday afternoong were
designated “rope yarn Sundays,” time
to mend or clean clothes. Actually it
was time for letter writing, playing
cards or fishing off the fantail. And
with a patrol speed of around two
knots, the fishing was easy.

Every Sunday was designated
“holiday routine,” no work except for
watches. And while perhaps not as
well furnished as the fancy hotel
brunches, the SCANNER’s Sunday
brunch pleased her crew and made
the morning watches a bit brighter.

Letter writing consumed many off-
duty hours, though of course no mail
ever left the ship on patrol. But once
per patrol picket ships would get a
“mail drop” from one of the Air Force's
radar planes as it flew out to her
patrol station farther off the coast.

On the West Coast the Air Force

o

A stern view of USS WATCHMAN (AGR-16) shows the aft radar array to good

advantage. They carried crews of 151, Including 13 officers, who would rotate on 35-day
patrols to predesignated sectors approximately 500 miles off the coast. WATCHMAN
had the unique distinction of having a basketball half-court installed in her forward
hold. Because of the length of their patrols the AGRs were fitted with excellent

habitability for officers and enlisted men.

based its radar planes, EC-121
Super Constellations, at McClellan
Air Force Base, California, while
those on the East Coast flew from
Otis Air Force Base, Massachusetts,
Usually word of a mail drop came
from Combat Information Center
where radar operators sat in front of
large radar screens scanning the
skies. And from that moment, nearly
every crewman off duty would
venture topside to scan for the radar
plane popping over the horizon.

While the plane flew about fifty
feet off the water, one of its
crewmembers tossed a large mail
pouch out a hatch as the plane
zoomed off. Painted international

|orange and encased in a rubberized
pouch, the mail bag was usually
netted in minutes of hitting the water.

“Mail Call” was the most cagerly
awaited announcement after
“Liberty Call.” Although only one
pouch was dropped per patrol each
sailor received an average of five
letters. Any news of an emergency
nature could of course be sent via
radio from Treasure Island.

Although picket ships carried
corpsman, medical assistants, none
carried a doctor 0 serious injuries
would require medical evacuation. But
' this was costly and the injuries had to
' be nearly life threatening before a
' rescue helo would be dispatched.

Duty in port was arranged to
maximize family and social time.
Liberty began at noon daily and
expired at 8 a.m. the following day.
Weekend liberty was scheduled to
allow three 72s, three-day periods of
liberty, Thursday through
Saturday, Friday through Sunday,

and Saturday through Monday.
This schedule allowed each duty
gection at least one three-day
weekend each inport period, which
averaged three weeks.

TABLE III: SQUADRON
ORGANIZATION

Radar Picket Squadron One
Homeport: Treasure Island, San
Francisco, California

USS Scanner (AGR-5)
USS Locator (AGR-6)
USS Picket (AGR-7)

USS Interceptor (AGR-8)
USS Interdictor (AGR-13)
USS Interpreter (AGR-14)
USS Tracer (AGR-15)
USS Watchman (AGR-16)

Radar Picket Squadron Two
Homeport: Newport/Davisville,
Rhode Island

USS Guardian (AGR-1)
USS Lookout (AGR-2)
USS Skywatcher (AGR-3)
USS Secarcher (AGR-4)
USS Investigator (AGR-9)
USS Qutpost (AGR-10)
USS Protector (AGR-11)
USS Vigil (AGR-12)




SHIPS
USS GUARDIAN (AGR-1)

The USS GUARDIAN, ex-
JAMES SQUIRES, became the first
Ocean Radar Station ship. Recommissioned
1 February 1955, at the Norfolk
Naval Shipyard, Guardian reported
to her homeport, Newport, Rhode
Island, and served as part of Radar
Picket Squadron Two, covering the
East Coast.

The guardian also participated in
antisubmarine warfare operations, a
rare experience for radar pickets as
none carried any sonar or
antisubmarine weapons.

USS LOOKOUT (AGR-2)

The LOOKOUT, ex-CLAUDE B.
KITCHEN, was recommissioned 5
March 1955, at the Charleston
Naval Shipyard, South Carolina.
After serving with Radar Picket
Squadron Two, the Lookout was
decommissioned 12 July 1965, at
Bayonne, New Jersey.

USS SKYWATCHER (AGR-3)

The USS SKYWATCHER, ex-
RAFAEL R. RIVERA, was recom-
missioned 29 March 1955, and assumed
duties guarding the East Coast with
Radar Picket Squadron Two,

SKYWATCHER was
decommissioned in March 1965.

USS SEARCHER (AGR-4)

The USS SEARCHER, ex-JAMES
W. WHEELER, was recommissioned
2 April 1955, and reported to
Newport, Rhode Island, for duty
with Radar Picket Squadron Two.

On 13 November 1955,
SEARCHER suffered an explosion in
her engine room which killed two
crewmembers and injured six others.
This was the only accident resulting
in fatalities on any picket ship during
their nearly ten years of service.

During the Cuban missile crisis of
1965, the SEARCHER operated at sea
for sixty of the crisis’ sixty-seven days.

SEARCHER was
decommissioned 1 July 1965.

USS SCANNER (AGR-5)

The USS SCANNER, ex-EDWIN
D. HOWARD, was recommissioned
30 January 1956, at the Norfolk
Naval Shipyard.

SCANNER was assigned to cover
the West Coast and operated out of
Treasure Island until her
decommissioning on 21 July 1965.

USS LOCATOR (AGR-6)
The USS LOCATOR, ex-FRANK

TABLE I:
COMMISSION/DECOMMISSION
DATES

AGR  Name e i g1 A R
1 Guardiane 1Feb. '35 *'85

2 Lookout 5 March 55 12 July '65

3 Skywatcher 29 March'55  March 65

4 Secarcher 2 April 55 1 July 65
6)5  Scanner** 30 Jan. '56 21 July '65
(5)6  Locator** 21 Jan. '56 9 Aug. '65

7 Picket 8 Feb. '56 *'65

8 Interceptor 15 Feb. '56 *'65

(11)9  Investigator** 16 Jan.’'57 29 March '65
(9)10  Outpost** 22 May 56 *'65

(12) 11 Protector** 20 Feb. '57 28 July '65
(10) 12 Vigil** 7 Aug. '56 3 March '65
13 Interdictor 7 April 58 5 Aug. '65

14 Interpreter 29 Sept. 68 *'65

15 Tracer** 4 Sept. '59 *'65

16 Watchman** 5 Jan.'58 *'65

* All subsequent AGRs were Guardian-class picket ships
* Information not available
** Hull bers not in seq:

with date of

TABLE II: SHIP STATISTICS

AGR Name Displ Length Width Draft Speed
1 Guardian 10,160 442 57 24 11

2 Loakout 8760 441 57 27 125
3  Skywatcher 7360 441 57 27 11

4  Scarcher 7360 442 57 27 11

5  Scanner 8,760 442 57 27 11

6  Locator 8,760 441  **47 27 125

7 Picket 10,590 442 57 27 11

8  Interdictor 10,760 442 57 24 1

9 Investigator 10,760 442 57 24 1

10 Outpost 11,365 441 59 22 1
11 Protector 10,760 442 57 24 11
12 Vigil 10,760 442 57 24 125
13 Interdictor 10,760 442 57 24 1
14 Interpreter * b » * .

ls 1"“’ - . - - -

16  Watchman * ® . * .

* Information not available
** Width according to documentation
Displacement is in tons, speed in knots
Dimensions are rounded off to the nearest foot

O. PETERSON, was
recommissioned 21 January 1956, at
the Charleston Naval Shipyard.
LOCATOR served with Radar
Picket Squadron One and was
decommissioned 9 August 1965.

USS PICKET (AGR-7)

The USS PICKET, ex~JAMES F.
HARRELL, was decommissioned 8
February 1958. She operated on the
West Coast and was
decommissioned 1 September 1965,

USS INTERCEPTOR (AGR-8)
The USS INTERCEPTOR, ex-
EDWARD W. BURTON, was
recommissioned 15 February 1956,
at the Charleston Naval Shipyard.
After serving with Radar Picket
Squadron Two off the West Coast,
the INTERCEPTOR was
decommissioned 1 September 1965.

USS INVESTIGATOR (AGR-9)
The USS INVESTIGATOR, ex-
CHARLES A. DRAPER, was
recommissioned 16 January 1957, and
assumed her duties with Radar Picket
Squadron Two off the East Coast.
INVESTIGATOR was
decommissioned 29 March 1965.

USS OUTPOST (AGR-10)
The USS OUTPOST, ex-

FRANCIS J. O'GARA, was

recommissioned 22 May 1956.

USS PROTECTOR (AGR-11)
The USS PROTECTOR, ex-
WARREN P. MARKS, was
recommissioned 20 February 1957.
Operating out of Newport, Rhode
Island, she guarded the East Coast

until her decommissioning on 28
July 1965.

USS VIGIL (AGR-12)

The VIGIL, ex-RAYMOND VAN
BROGAN, was recommissioned 5
March 1957, and operated with
Radar Picket Squadron Two off the
East Coast.

VIGIL was decommissioned 3
March 1965.

USS INTERDICTOR (AGR-13)
The USS INTERDICTOR, ex-
EDWIN H. DUFF, was
recommissioned 7 April 1958, and
operated with Radar Picket
Squadron One off the West Coast.
INTERDICTOR was
decommissioned 5 August 1965,

SECURE THE WATCH

In 1965, the Distant Early
Warning Lines and their scaward
extensions were discontinued.

After nearly a decade of diligent
guard duty off the East and West
Coasts, the Radar Picket Ships
once again became excess hulls.
Between March and December
1965 all sixteen ships were
decommissioned, transferred to a
reserve fleet, and dropped from the
Navy Registry. They were then sold
to American and foreign companies
for scrap.



Registration Form
YAGR'S 22nd Annual Reunion - Norfolk VA
May 4 - May 6, 2017

Return completed registration and check as soon as possible but no later than April 1, 2017. There will be an
additional $5/person for late registrants after April 1. Make checks out to YAGR'S. Mail to YAGR'S treasurer
Armand Lamarche, 3 Finnway St., North Billerica MA 01862. Print exactly as you want your name to appear on
your name tag. Also, indicate your choice of meat, chicken or fish for the Saturday evening banquet.

Name: banquet choice:
Spouse/Guest: banquet choice:
Additional Guest(s) banquet choice:
Ship: Contact Phone Number:
Reunion Registration: Thurs. May 4 - Sat.
May 6, 2017
Includes Fri. May 5 tour & Sat. eve banquet cost/person | # of people | total
dues paying member, spouse or 1 guest $98.00 S
non-dues paying member $115.00 S
Additional Guest (s) $98.00 S
pre-reunion tour - Tues. May 2 cost/person | # of people | total
American Rover Harbor Dinner Cruise $95.00 S

names of people on tour

pre-reunion tours - Wed. May 3 cost/person | # of people | total
Option 1: Colonial Williamsburg $65.00 S
names of people on tour

Option 2: Riding Virginia Beach Tour $60.00
names of people on tour

total amount due S
staying in hotel: yes no , ,
sharing room: yes no REUNION SHIRTS # of shirts X cost/shirt
if yes, with whom: small @ 520 each

use a walker: yes no medium @ 520 each

large @ $20 each

use a wheelchair: yes no

powered chair: yes no X-large @ $20 each

Hotel room confirmation #: XX- large @ $22 each

If not attending reunion, add S5 for shipping

email address: total for all shirts ‘

special dietary needs:




