
Message from Lee Doyel, Chair - 2015 Reunion, Charleston SC 
We have a contract with a hotel in Charleston, SC for our 2015 reunion. 
The dates are April 30, May 1 & 2, 2015. The rate is $100.00 a night 
plus 13.5% room tax and is good for 3 days prior and post reunion 
dates. I have not listed the name of the hotel as they have not yet set 
up an account for YAGRS. The above is for planning purposes. There 
will be pre-reunion tours as normal on April 28 & 29. Those are yet to 
be determined. It took some effort to get a $100 rate as I discovered 
Charleston is, according to the hotels, the most desired destination city 
in the US. Also April & May are the most desirable and active months of 
the year for Charleston. Most hotels started at discount rates of $140 
and up for groups. I will furnish additional information/details at the 
San Antonio reunion. 

 

 

Sea Stories 

 

email sea stories to mel.harder@snet.net.  Would like to hear about the Cuban missle crisis. 

submitted by Terry Hart (USS Lookout): 

I served on the USS Lookout, AGR-2, as a Radarman out of Davisville, RI from late 1960 until late 1964. In 1960 or 
1961 we were on station about 300 miles due South of Otis. In the middle of the night we were contacted by an 
RC 121 out of Otis. He was at the time of initial contact some 80 miles Southeast of us and was descending 
through 5,000 feet. He had lost two engines and was unable to maintain altitude. He informed us he was going to 
ditch and requested we vector him alongside and prepare to pick them up. The weather that night was terrible. 
We had 20 to 30 foot seas, 40 to 60 knots of wind, and zero visibility. We replied that there was zero chance of 
survival if he ditched. Following some discussion it was decided that possibly he would be able to remain airborne 
after he passed below about 100 feet on the ground effect. Fortunately that turned out to be true. His ground 
speed after setting down on the ground effect was only about 90 knots! He also informed us that he had dumped 
as much fuel as he could and still make it back to Otis. Also that 
they were throwing everything out a door that they could to 
reduce their weight. As I recall they had between 39 and 59 
(don't remember the exact number but it ended with a 9) souls 
on  board which surprised me. We were communicating on 
121.5 and 243.0 and a Mats C-133 returning from Europe 
overhead what was going on and contacted us. He said he had 
plenty of fuel and if we would vector him for an intercept he 
could escort the 121 back to Otis. This is what we did. I 
remember them discussing the fact that Otis was several 
hundred feet above sea level and wondering how they would 
be able to climb enough to clear the cliff and be able to land at 
Otis if they made it back. Fortunately by the time they got 
there they had burned off enough fuel weight and thrown enough additional stuff out the door and were able to 
make a successful landing. I am now 72 and will never forget what happened that night. I would very much like to 
know the tail number of that aircraft, who those folks were in that airplane, if any of them are still alive, as well 
as any other details of that extraordinary event. 
Yours truly 
Terry M Hart SR 
608B South Potomac Street 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 
(717) 377-3977tmhartsr@outlook.com 
 

mailto:tmhartsr@outlook.com


                                                                     sea stories cont. 
On 10/11/13 Mel Harder wrote: 
to: Ralph Rappuhun, ship’s coordinator for Lookout. 
Ralph: Could you please send this along to Lookout crew members?  Perhaps someone can add to the story. 
                                                                                          

On 10/12/2013 10:08 AM, RRAPPUHN@aol.com wrote: 
Hello Shipmates.  I guess we got tasked with this and I find it very interesting.  If any of you have anything to add 
to this story please let us all know.  I think I was the last crew member to check aboard before we were 
decommissioned in 1965 but I never heard of this.  Thanks.      Ralph Rappuhn 

 

on 10/12/13 Harold Pazourek wrote: 
To: RRAPPUHN@aol.com 
Subj: Re: Fwd: RC 121 that lost two engines 300 miles south of Otis in 1961 or 1962  

  

I left the LOOKOUT in December, 1957. This is new to me. We did have an incident in the winter of 1956-57 when 
we received a call from a P2V. They had a fire on-board and requested we rendezvous with them. Our ETA to 
their position was ten hours. They managed to get the fire out and returned to base with no assistance as far as I 
know. We were also on station when the Andrea Doria went down but too far away to render assistance. 
 Was the weather in that area ever nice in the winter? If so, we missed it. In 1956 we sailed on December 21 and 
returned January 25. As far as I can remember we had at least a sea state 5 the entire time. But that was a long 
time ago and memory tends to exaggerate things. 

 

Harold Pazourek 

 

submitted by Joe Maurer, USS Vigil 

It was January 9,1962 and  I was going on my first cruise on a Navy ship since 
I joined the Navy one year earlier.  I had just graduated from Aerographers 
mate "A" school and was assigned to the Vigil as my first permanent duty 
station.     I joined the Navy to see the world  and requested sea duty coming 
out of "A" school.  I was the only graduate in my class to be assigned to sea 
duty and it was not a nice day for my first day at sea. As we left the pier in 
Davisville, I was beginning to experience sea sickness while we were still in 
Naraganset Bay. It was not a good time for captain's inspection of the AG 
shack area which was scheduled to take place soon as we were under way. 
Esters AG2 was at the hatch to announce the captain for the inspection. 
Levesque AG2 along with myself were there to salute the captain as he 
entered. As the Captain started to enter I was unable to stand and salute.  The reason being I was holding a mop 
bucket while barfing into it. He saw this and made a about face and did not enter. I was sea sick for five days 
before my stomach settled. Furthermore it took two more patrols before I got my sea legs. 
Joe Maurer AG3, 1962-1963. 

________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                

Dues Payment - make checks out to YAGRS ASSOCIATION 

                                      mail to Armand Lamarche, Treasurer, 3 Finnway St., North Billerica MA  01862 
Dues are $17 per year. The current membership year ends May 31, 2014. The highlighted date on your address 
label is the date your membership is current to.  If that date is 5/31/13 or earlier, please update your 
membership by making a dues payment. Upon dues payment, you will receive a new membership card and crew 
list.  Please complete the information below and send with dues payment. You may pay for more than one year.  

 
Name:_______________________________________________________Ship:__________________            
 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

amount enclosed:________________Phone:________________________email:________________________ 

mailto:RRAPPUHN@aol.com


 

                              ALL HANDS, AUGUST 1957 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


