Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, Friday, January 28, 1955
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VAGRGRAM'S

Sea Storles
D¢ you have any Informatlon or any sea sforles
rhar vou think others might enjoy reading
about?lIf you do, pass them along.
The sea stories that have been published in past
VAGRGRAMS were enfoved by many. I al-
ways ger favorable remarks abour them.

Ed McGrath (AGR-7, 1957-1962)

As you know the picket ships were noted for their
sophisticated radar and communications equipment.
Well we were having an exercise with the Air Force
from McChord AFB out of Seattle, and after some
time the aircraft asked our ship if we had him yet on
the scope. We told him “no”. After a few seconds went
by, he asked again if we had him on our scope and our
CIC told him “no”. Our CIC asked him where he was
and he said he was directly over the ship. So our equip-
ment was not as great as we were told.

We were surprised one early moming by having a
sailboat on our starboard beam just sitting there. She
never showed up on our radar and the bridge watch
never reported seeing the sailboat all night. After sun-
rise the CO went to the side of the ship and asked the
civilians on the sailboat what they wanted. They asked
if we could spare them some napkins, The CO said
“yes” and gave them the napkins. They then sailed off
into the sea.

Joe Budniak (AGR-2, 1962-64)

I looked up from writing my reports yesterday to
glance at the TV. Low and behold there appeared to be
an AGR on the screen. Itdidn'tallow me to catch a long
look, but I believe it was the Searcher (AGR-4). It was
at the beginning of a science fiction movie called “The
Deadly Mantis™ from 1957, The movie stressed the role
of Norad, Pinetree Line, the DEW Line, Texas Towers
along with DER’s and the YAGR’s in safeguarding the
continent from nuclear attack.

[t's nice to know we stood tall and performed to our
optimum best in the face of a possible attack from the
Reds, but failed to stop some 80' flying bug from attack-
ing our Eastern shores.



